OU CENTER JERUSALEM
RABBI DR. ALAN AVRAHAM KIMCHE
“GREAT JEWISH THINKERS”

THE MAHARAL of PRAGUE (1512-1609)
Rabbi Yehuda ben Bezlael Lowe.

Born in Posen (Poland). Rosh yeshiva, Posek and Kabbalist.
(1535-1573) Rav of Nikolsburg (Chief Rabbi of Moravia).
(1573-1609) Chief Rabbi of Prague (Bohemia. Czech Republic)
1592 Audience with Rudolph |I. Emperor of Habsburg. King of
Bohemia. Holy Roman Emperor. Renaissance Europe.

Golem? Altneu shul. Buried in Prague. Statue in Prague

Contemporary of:

Rema. Maharshal. Maharsha. R.Yosef Karo. Arizal. R.Moshe
Cordovero. Kli Yakar. Levush. Abarbanel.

His disciples.

R.Yomtov Lipman Heller.(1579-1624) “Tosafot Yom Tov’ on Mishna.
R.Yeshaya Halevi Horowitz (1555-1630) ‘Shnei Luchot Ha'Brit’.

Major Writings:

1

“Gur Aryeh” on Rashi on Chumash

. Chidushei Aggadot on Shas Bavli
. “Be’er Ha’Golah” on difficult midrashim
. “Gvurot Hashem” on Pesach & creation of Klal Yisrael.

2
3
4
5. “Tiferet Yisrael” on Shavuot & inner meaning of mitzvot.
6.
7
8
9
1

“Netzach Yisrael” on Tisha b’Av and Mashiach.

. “Netivot Olam” - topics in mussar and middot.
. “Or Chadash” on Purim

. “Ner Mitzvah” on Channukah

0. “Derech Chayim” on Pirkei Avot



MATZAH - BREAD OF POVERTY OR REDEMPTION?
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This is the bread of poverty that our
ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. Anyone who is hungry should
come and eat, anyone who is in need should come and
participate in our Pesach. Now we are here, next year we will be
in the land of Israel; this year we are slaves, next year we will be
free people

MAHARAL: GEVUROT HASHEM CH.51
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The Matzah is bread of poverty, NOT because it was eaten in

the poverty of slavery in Egypt, rather it refers to the Matzah

itself which is deprived of all enrichment and is the ultimate
food of simplicity and with no additives.



DN DDO9N Y X701 ,NNNA X NIMyn [y an 37 v fan
7V DRAIN MYV NIMYN D L R'WYR 'R DT AT XD JNMyAl ninfnn
N> X7 ,IN7IT 7R qIN'Y DIY 17 |'RIELRXI'Y 720 D7IKAN Y 'RY ,NT7INAN

W'Y QTN PI7 ITRD KN INAT X QY 17 L mxyd TR 1'RY Tavn

AN .N7INA DT 'RELNDMP IR QY 17 W Xy Ty 'R NNYYY

AN7INA 12 )" L INXYa Ty L 17 'RE,NMY 1YY TN

NN'N7 AN'Y'N DXV, NN'NT7 AR DXY 7V X2 XN DT 21y DN7 AKX
AWNDI 77D NIDI0XN K¥ND N XY, [V 2'7NOoNA DX D 1IN

XINW ,11Y ON7 71DX7 NIX 10'971 .N7IXA NR¥YNI TX NIDIVXN |XD |'N
NX'X'N 7' nvnin

Poverty and Redemption appear to be contradictory, but in
essence there is a freedom in poverty that a person has lost
all ties with belongings and wealth and remains only with the

bare essentials of his own self.
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The Redemption of Pesach was not part of this material
world. It was not part of the natural cause and effect of
physical forces, it came from the Eternal world of the
Infinite, beyond time and material forces.
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The simplicity and purity of the Matzah connecting us to a
moment of pure spiritual forces is similar to the pure white
clothing worn by the Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur when he goes
into the Holy of Holies.
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